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By Ric Francis, AP

AP: Drugs found in drinking water
Untaes 127008 202 4] Comments 148 | Rscommend 83 il Sove Pt ] 4 567

By Jeff Donn, Martha Mendoza and Justin (2 i,
Pritchard, Associated Press iy

Avast array of pharmaceuticals — including b/ Yahoo! Buzz 4 # | 5 6 7
antibiotis, ani-convulsants, mood stabilizers 27 Digg .

and sexhormones — have been found N e Neysyine

drinking water supplies of atleast 41 milion

Americans, an Associated Press investigation 9 Reddit 4 5 7
) Facebook -

o be sure, the concentrations of these
pharmaceuticals are tiny, measured in quantities of parts per
billon or trillion, far below the levels of a medical dose. Also,
utilties insist their water is safe.

WATER DEPARTMENTS: Repoits rarely released to public
BOTTLED WATER: s it any safer?

NEW YORK CITY: Sedative traces found in water

LOS ANGELES: Water tops national taste test

RELATED: Problems in fish blamed on contamination

But the presence of 5o many prescription drugs — and over-the-
counter medicines like acetaminophen and ibuprofen — in so
much of our drinking water is heightening worries among
scientists of long-term consequences to human health.
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OP-ED COLUMNIST
It's Time to Learn From Frogs

By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOR

Study: Male baSS in many U.S. Puslished ne27, 2003 S

ere rs fe m lnlze d Sorne of the first eerie signs of a potential health catastrophe came as =~ & EMaIL
bizarre deformities in water animals, often in their sexual organs. [g sencTo

Intersex fish linked to birth control pills, other hormones seeping into rivers PHONE

Frogs, salamanders and other 5 prINT

amphibians began to sprout extra legs. SHARE
In heavily polluted Lake Apopka, one

of the largest lakes in Florida, male

alligators developed stunted genitals.

Dayton Daily News
Testing reveals low levels of drugs in
drinking water source

Agencies discourage flushing of prescriptions

In the Potomac watershed near

Washington, male smallmouth bass have rapidly
transformed inte “intersex fish” that display fernale
characteristics. This was discovered only in 2003, but the
latest survey found that more than 86 percent of the male

Fre R Conraerme tiew rore e Staallmouth bags in the Potomae are producing eggs.
Nicholas . Kristof

Nowr scientists are connecting the dots with evidence of
o the Ground increasing abnormalities among humnans, partieularly large
_ Micholas Kristof addreader  reases in numbers of genital deformities among
HE TENNESSE e s e
short takes from his travels. now born with undescended testicles, although this often
GotoBlog » self-corrects over time. And up to 1 percent of boys in the
Chemicals on tap demand caution o CotumistFage » United States are now bern with hypospadias, in vhich the
urethra exits the penis improperly, such as at the base
rather than the tip.

Consumers can do mo tances in water
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Treated effluent, untreated
storm overflow, system failure
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aRudel et al. 1998; "Swartz et al. 2006; °Standley et al. 2008; ¢Schaider et al. 2010; eZimmerman 2005
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SILENT SPRING INSTITUTE

ABOUT U BReAST cancer anp THe ewid  (JLIR RESEARCH

AHEALTHIER FUTURE

View a brief introduction to Silent
Spring Institute’s research on the
links between the environment and
breast cancer, environmental health
issues and the emerging field of
green chemistry.

O o e

Silent Spring Institute researd
the links between the environy
and women's health, especiallf
breast cancer.

Cod's drinking water supply

BLICATIONS OUR TOOLS TAKE ACTION

Tests find new contaminants in Cape

the Water: Drug!
Dy

everyday exposures to
Find usion Fecalisal environmental pollutants and cancer
EN® o Oil refinery toxies found in air of
Science Review Database ___nearby homes

MassHEIS:
Massachusetts Health

. and Environment System

household and
TedavieNiconmeel personal care produets has been a

Health News

blind spot for society, according to a
study based on Silent Spring
Institute's Household Exposure
Study

DONATE NOW

Kaiser builds on Silent Spring
research - shows increased breast
cancer risk from several common
pharmacenticals

Silent Spring Institute - 29 Crafts Street - Newton - MA 02458 - tel 617.332.4288 -
Donate - infoasilentspring.org - Privacy Policy « Copyright Information « Login

Silent Spring water tests reveal
contamination, Cape Cod Times

Low Levels Of Contaminants Found
In Cape Wells, WBZ-TV

Strengthening the Link Between
iop Cancer, Miller-McCune

New Alarm Bells Abou
and Cancer, The New York Times

Fueling the fire? How flame
retardants might be doing more
‘harm than good, Collaborative on
Health and the Environment(CHE)

Julia Brody quoted, "Do chemicals in
the environment cause breast
cancer?" by CQ Researcher

fax 617.332.4284

oom | FAQs | Support Qur Work | Contact Us | Home

NEW AT SILENT SPRING INSTITUTE

i

ner honoree, Judi Hi

. interviewed by The Boston

dy discussed

Cancer Panel Repo;

teleconference hosted by
Collaborative on Health and the
Environment, May 18th

Thank you to d
year's Friends of Silent g
Institute Dinner, May 6 34 $

DID YOU KNOW?
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