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AP: Drugs found in drinking water

Updated 9/12/2008 2:02 PM| Comments ] 149 | Recommend ¢» 83

shows.

A vast array of pharmaceuticals — including
antibiotics, anti-convulsants, mood stabilizers <) Digg
and sex hormones — have been found in the
drinking water supplies of at least 41 million -
Americans, an Associated Press investigation 7.7 Reddit

To be sure, the concentrations of these
pharmaceuticals are tiny, measured in quantities of parts per
billion or trllion, far below the levels of a medical dose. Also,
utilities insist their water is safe.

At the Orange County
Sanitation District, a settling
basin is used to filter water as
part of the advanced
secondary treatment, before
the water is diverted into the
ocean, in Fountain Valley,
Calif. Pharmaceuticals in
waterways are damaging
wildiife across the nation and
around the globe, research
shows.

By Ric Francis, AP
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By Jeff Donn, Martha Mendoza and Justin O Mixx it
Pritchard, Associated Press
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What's this?

WATER DEPARTMENTS: Reports rarely released to public
BOTTLED WATER: Is it any safer?

NEW YORK CITY: Sedative traces found in water

LOS ANGELES: Water tops national taste test

RELATED: Problems in fish blamed on contamination

But the presence of so many prescription drugs — and over-the-
counter medicines like acetaminophen and ibuprofen — in so
much of our drinking water is heightening worries among
scientists of long-term consequences to human health.
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It's Time to Learn From Frogs

By MICHOLAS O KRISTOF
Publizhed: June 27, 2009

TWITTER

Some of the first eerie signs of a potential health catastrophe cameas & EMalL

bizarre deformities in water animals, often in their sexual organs. SEND TO
FHONE
Frogs, salamanders and other = PRINT
amphibians began to sprout extra legs. T

Micholas D Kristof

On the Ground
Micholas Eristof addreader
rasses feedback and posts

short takes from his travels.

Goto Blog =

Goto Columnist Page »

In heavily polluted Lake Apopka, one

of the largest lakes in Florida, male

alligators developed stunted genitals.

In the Fotomac watershed near

Washington, male smallmouth bass have rapidly
transformed into “intersex fish” that display female
characteristics. This was discovered only in 2003, but the

latest survey found that more than 8o percent of the male

smallmouth bass in the Fotomac are producing eggs.

Mow scientists are connecting the dots with evidence of
increasing abnormalities ameong humans, particularly large
increases in numbers of genital deformities amoeng
newborn boys, For example, up to 7 percent of boys are
now born with undescended testicles, although this often
self-corrects over time. And up to 1 percent of boys in the
United States are now born with hypospadias, in which the
urethra exits the penis improperly, such as at the base
rather than the tip.

Pollutants in D.C. area
drinking water

Intersex fish a problem in
Potomac River watershed

Group wants action on drug
residue in river
(Newburyport, MA)

For frogs, and perhaps for
humans, there's something
strange in the water
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