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Compromised Public Health



CHELSEA AND

EAST BOSTON

Chelsea:

⮚ 1.8 square miles

⮚ 45,000+ residents

⮚ 73% ethnic minorities

⮚ 24% live below poverty line

East Boston:

⮚ 5 square miles

⮚ 55,000+ residents

⮚ 53% Latino

⮚ 17% live below poverty line

CHELSEA

EAST 

BOSTON
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Disproportionate Environmental and 

Public Health Burdens





New England Produce Center 
2nd Largest Privately Owned in Produce Distribution Center in US



5% open / green space 

3% dedicated to parks 

2% Tree 

Canopy



East Boston 

Chelsea







What could have been…



What is…



63,000 daily vehicular trips across the Tobin Bridge

37,000 annual trucks to/from NEPC

20% Chelsea exceeds EPA’s diesel concentration level by 20%

2x Chelsea residents face nearly double the risk of air pollutants and approximately

1.5x the rate of cancer compared to all of MA





Non-Road Worthy, Dirty Diesel Engines 
Operating 24/7



Eliminated 2,000 tons

of annual air pollutants

Improved public health

outcomes

Reduced health care

costs

Collaborative and Innovative Solutions

Repowered/Retrofitted

132 Dirty Diesel

Engines



1 Stationary Air Quality Monitor

9 Mobile Monitors

https://fire.airnow.gov/



~ 200 Indoor Air 
Purifiers





1. Uplift Community Voices 

2. Don’t be extractive

3. Partner with CBOs, appreciate lived experience

4. Support community-led policy and legislative initiatives 

with health data and research

5. Share Out Data 

6. Listen & Follow Community Lead

Unwritten Rules of Engagement



Connect with Us


